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MEN’S SOFTBALL RULES 

 

The United States Slowpitch Softball Association shall govern all play, with the following 

exceptions and clarifications.   

 

• TEAMS AND PLAYERS 

 

A) A team is allowed 10 positions players.  A team must have at least 8 players to begin a 

game and 9 players to end a game or a forfeit will be called.  There are no automatic 

outs. 

B) A roster MUST be filled with the diamond manager, with no more than 20 players.  A 

player MUST be put on the roster before the start of the game, to be eligible to play 

that evening. 

C) There is NO LIMIT on the number of teams on which a player may participate; 

however, players MAY NOT PARTICIPATE on more than one team in the same 

league on a permanent basis.  (3 temp subs maximum unless the opposing team 

approves the substitutions)   

D) If a player is injured, any player who is not in the game may re-enter for the injured 

player.  Injury time is added to the game time. 

E) Players MUST be 18 years of age or older to participate in the ERC Adult Summer 

Softball Leagues.  THIS RULE WILL STRICTLY BE ENFORCED. 

 

• PLAYER CONDUCT 

 

A) NO PROTESTS ARE ALLOWED.   

B) All players and team officials MUST BE careful of their conduct.  Do not embarrass 

your selves, family or sponsors.  

C) Any player ejected from a game for unsportsmanlike conduct will be suspended for 

the next scheduled game.  If any player receives a second ejection they will be 

suspended for the remainder of the session.  If same player receives one ejection 

during the second session/season they will automatically be suspended for the rest of 

the season.  

D) ANY PLAYER, COACH OR SPECTATOR WHO MAKES THREATENING 

REMARKS OR PHYSICAL CONTACT WITH AN UMPIRE/OFFICIAL, ERC 

PERSONNEL, OPPOSING TEAM PLAYERS/SPECTATORS OR OWN 

TEAMMATES/SPECTATORS WILL BE SUSPENDED FROM THE LEAGUE.   

THERE WILL BE A NO TOLERANCE POLICY.  ANYONE REMOVED 

FROM ERC LEAGUES WILL NEED TO APPLY TO THE SPORTS 

SUPERVISOR FOR RE-INSTATEMENT INTO ERC LEAGUES.   

E) NO SMOKING IN THE DUGOUT OR STANDS.  Please be mindful and take it 

down the base lines or out in the parking lot away from others. 

F) ALCHOHOLIC BEVERAGES are to be outside of the dugout.  NO GLASS 

BEVERAGES ALLOWED.  DUE TO SAFETY CONCERNS, ANY PLAYER 

DEEMED UNFIT TO SAFELY PARTICIPATE BY AN UMPIRE/ERC STAFF 

WILL NOT BE ALLOWED TO PLAY.  Teams are responsible for cleaning up the 

area in and around their dugout.  ANY trash left will result in a warning to the team.  
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If the incident occurs again, the team will be suspended from the next scheduled game.  

PLEASE CLEAN UP AFTER YOURSELVES!!!! 

G) NO PROFANITY IS ALLOWED.  EJECTION FROM THE GAME MAY 

OCCUR DUE TO USE OF PROFANITY. 

H) Music players are allowed but NO PROFANITY and THE VOLUME MUST BE 

KEPT TO A MINUMUM.  Volume is at the discretion of the umpire and/or 

Diamond Manager.  The safety of participants, umpires, staff and spectators is 

paramount and if they cannot hear, this presents a safety issue.  Teams will be given 

one warning about the music before being asked to remove the player from the ball 

park.  If problem persists, it will be at the discretion of the umpire/diamond manager 

to forfeit the game.  Be mindful of others at the facility. 

I) ALL PLAYERS except the batter and the batter on deck must remain in the dugout.  

One coach on first base and on third.  Only eligible team personnel are allowed in the 

dugout or on the bench. 

J) If in the judgment of the umpire, a runner is INTERFERING OR TACKLING a 

positioned player, then the runner is automatically out and may be ejected from the 

game. 

 

• THE GAME 

 

A) First team listed is the HOME TEAM.  Line-ups must be given to the scorekeepers at 

least 10 minutes before game, via call/text/walk-up.  

B) The START of each game and ENDING TIME should be recorded in the scorebook. 

C) GAME TIME IS FORFEIT TIME. 

D) A regulation game shall consist of 7 innings (6 ½ if the Home team is ahead).  Five (5) 

innings will constitute a legal game if stopped due to rain, lightning, or other causes, 

which in the umpire/diamond manager’s judgment interferes with further play. 

E) Games that have not completed 5 innings will be rescheduled and begin from the start. 

F) If the game is tied after 7 innings, the game will go into extra innings until one team 

has scored more runs than the other team at the conclusion of the inning. 

G) No new inning shall begin after 50 minutes from the start of the game.  Umpires will 

keep the official time. 

H) All players at bat start with a 1-1 count. (Players will receive 3 balls and 2 strikes) 

I) RUN RULE-15 runs after 3 innings-10 runs after 5 innings. 

J) The Flip/Flop rule will be in effect.  In the inning when the run rule is exceeded and 

the home team is losing, the home team will remain at bat and become the visiting 

team.  If the new visiting team (old home team) does not score enough runs to reduce 

the run difference below the run rule, the game is over.  If they reduce the run 

difference to below the run rule, then the new home team (old visiting team) will bat.  

If they subsequently score enough runs to exceed the run rule the game is over, if they 

do not the game will continue under that format.  If the situation reverses, the teams 

would flip/flop again. 

K) Two (2) HOME RUN RULE PER TEAM THEN 1-UP RULE. (This rule is defined 

as each team is allowed two home runs.  After the second home run each team is 

allowed one home run as long as the opposing team gets a home run also.  If the first 

team that gets a home run; gets another before the opposing team it is an automatic 

out.) 
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L) The batter is out if he hits a second foul ball after two strikes and the ball will 

automatically be dead. 

M)  A team may insert two ADDITIONAL HITTERS into its line-up.  The batting order 

must remain constant; however, any 10 of 12 played can take a defensive position 

throughout the game.  IT IS NOT MANDATORY THAT A TEAM USE an AH but 

failure to declare such hitter prior to the game, precludes the use of an AH in that 

game.  There will be no forfeit if a team loses its AH prior to the game.  Once an AH 

has been used, they must be replaced by a rostered team member or forfeit the 

position. 

N) TOURNAMENT PLAY: In case of a tie, based on the season standings, the teams 

will go head-to-head looking at number of runs allowed.  The higher seed is the home 

team.  This is in effect for the entire tournament night.  The lower bracket is NOT a 

loser bracket but a guaranteed consolation game, to ensure you get your proper 

number of games. 

 

• EQUIPMENT 

 

A) Shoes MUST be worn.  All-purpose shoes are recommended.  Track and football 

shoes are illegal and will be barred.  METAL SPIKES ARE PROHIBITED.  ANY 

PLAYER USING THISE TYPES OF SHOES WILL BE ASKED TO LEAVE 

THE GAME. 

B) ALL PLAYERS MUST WEAR SHIRTS. 

C) Masks are optional for all pitchers but are recommended. 

D) USSSA approved bats are appropriate in this league.  DO NOT ALTER BATS. 

E) Men must use an official USSSA (12”) softball, stamped Classic M with the USSA 

stamp and logo. 

 

THE EMPORIA RECREATION COMMISSION DOES NOT PROVIDE INSURANCE FOR 

SUMMER LEAGUES. 

 

 

 


